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Waste management in the construction industry is crucial, as projects 

inevitably generate various types of waste, including hazardous and 

non-hazardous materials.

 

Proper management and disposal are essential to minimise waste, 

making it easier to handle.

Reducing construction waste is vital to limit landfill use, preventing 

pollution and emissions, and minimising on-site waste-related 

accidents. 

Additionally, reducing waste can lead to significant savings on 

materials and disposal costs.

The law requires all parts of construction sites to be in ‘good order’ 

and clean. This ensures a high standard of ‘housekeeping’ across a 

site. Contractors must also plan, manage, and monitor their work to 

ensure it’s carried out safely and without health risks. This includes 

careful planning on maintaining a tidy site and actively managing 

housekeeping. 

A strong design and specification reduces project waste.

•	 Efficient ordering of products prevents excess materials being 

delivered to site. 

•	 Buying direct from manufacturers cuts packaging waste. 

•	 Minimalise mistakes by employing skilled workers and conducting 

risk assessments.

•	 Safe storage of materials protects them from damage, theft,    

and weather. 

•	 Conveniently placed recycling bins help workers separate waste 

for recycling.

REDUCING WASTE:

•	 Design changes 

Last-minute design changes can lead to wasted 

materials if orders have already been placed. Plan 

ahead to avoid unnecessary costs.

•	 Over Specifying

While ordering extra materials can be a safe choice 

to avoid shortages, it often leads to unnecessary 

waste at the end of a project. 

•	 Deliveries

Plan deliveries to keep the amount of materials on 

site to a minimum. 

•	 Tidiness

Maintain a safe work area by keeping pedestrian 

walkways unobstructed. Ensure all storage areas, 

both in the main compound and on-site, are 

organised and tidy.

•	 Incorrect Handling/Storage 

Construction waste often arises from incorrect 

handling and damaged materials. Improper 

storage can also expose materials to harmful 

elements, causing further damage and waste. 

Designate storage areas for plants, materials, waste, 

flammable substances like foam plastics, flammable 

liquids and gases such as propane, and hazardous 

substances like pesticides and timber treatment 

chemicals.

•	 External Factors 

Exposure to weather, UV, freeze, and frost can 

cause significant damage to materials.

•	 Mistakes 

Accidents or unskilled workers can lead to 

significant issues on a job site. It’s crucial to ensure 

proper safety measures and worker training to 

prevent mishaps.

•	 Disposal processes 

Learn which products are recyclable to help the 

environment. From paper to plastics, understanding 

recycling guidelines is key. Ensure you’re recycling 

correctly to make a positive impact.

Delta Membranes Systems Limited

Technical Guidance Note - 046



Delta House, Merlin Way, North Weald, Epping, Essex, CM16 6HR
01992 523 523 | info@deltamembranes.com | www.deltamembranes.com
©2024 Delta Membrane Systems Ltd All Rights Reserved

DMS_TGN_046_Aug_25
 Page 2 of 2

Delta Membranes Systems Limited

Products and Recycling

The construction industry generates various materials that can be 

recycled. Common recyclable materials include HDPE, concrete, 

metal, wood, glass, asphalt, and plastics. Recycling these materials 

helps reduce waste and supports sustainability.

•	 HDPE/LDPE

HDPE/LDPE is recyclable in all its forms. It’s one of the easiest 

plastic polymers to recycle and is accepted at most recycling 

centres in the UK. All forms of HDPE are recyclable, but they’re 

often separated by type as recycling machinery can differ. 

•	 Timber/Wood 

Recovered timber is versatile; it can be reused in new building 

projects, turned into mulch, or repurposed for furniture.

•	 Metal

Steel, aluminium, and copper are highly recyclable metals that 

retain their properties indefinitely.

•	 Concrete and Brick

Crushed concrete and brick can be reused as recycled aggregate 

for new construction or landscaping projects, promoting 

sustainability and reducing waste.

•	 Glass 

Glass, whether clear, tinted, or reinforced, can be melted down 

and reformed into new products. This process allows for recycling 

and repurposing of glass materials, contributing to sustainability.

•	 Cardboard 

Cardboard recycling includes six steps: collection, sorting, 

shredding and pulping, filtering, finishing, and converting into 

corrugated board. It is estimated cardboard can be recycled over 

20 times before fibers weaken.

•	 Electricals and Batteries

The crossed-out wheelie bin symbol on an electrical product, 

battery, or their packaging, indicates that all electrical and 

electronic products and batteries must be recycled through either 

a recycling centre or with retailers.
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